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Attracted by the power of image and, in particular, by sensations that stem from the sense of 
vision, Luiz Roque’s work crosses different territories, such as the genre of science fiction, the 
legacy of Modernism, pop-culture and queer bio-politics, in order to understand the propose 
ingenious and visually sensual narratives. The plasticity of the allegories he uses in his films takes 
us through the current conflict between technological advancement and contemporary micro 
and macro power relations.

Roque’s works inhabit a space between cinema, art and critical theory; all within the scope 
of political dispute that is both real and imaginary. Furthermore, his works comment on 
the dissociative conditions of being between the latency of life and respective bureaucratic 
definitions. In this sense, his works combine the splendour of science fiction - as a device for the 
dissemination of hypotheses - with resources from the language of cinema in order to present us 
with scenarios of social tension and complex public debates.

Luiz Roque (b. 1979, Cachoeira do Sul, Brazil) lives and works in São Paulo.

His recent solo exhibitions have been held at KW Institute for Contemporary Art, Berlin 
(2025); PROA21, Buenos Aires (2022); Visual Arts Center, Austin (2021); Pivô, São Paulo 
(2020); CAC Passerelle, Brest (2020); New Museum, New York (2019); Museu de Arte 
Contemporânea de Niterói (MAC), Niterói (2018); Tramway, Glasgow (2017).

Additionally, Roque has taken part in group exhibitions at MASP, São Paulo (2025); CCS 
Bard, Hessel Museum of Art Bard College, Red Hook (2025); PORTIKUS, Frankfurt (2023); 
12th Gothenburg Biennial, Gothenburg (2023); The Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw, 
Warsaw (2023); 59th International Biennale di Venezia, Venice (2022); MALBA, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina (until 2026); Museu de Arte Moderna de São Paulo (MAM-SP), São Paulo (2019); 
1st Riga Biennial, Riga (2018); 32nd Bienal de São Paulo, São Paulo (2016); Padiglione d’Arte 
Contemporanea, Milan (2018); Museum of Modern Art PS1 (MoMA PS1), New York (2016); 
David Roberts Art Foundation (DRAF), London (2015); Kunsthalle Karlplatz, Vienna 
(2014); 9th Mercosul Biennial, Porto Alegre (2013).



SELECTED  
EXHIBITIONS



2025
Mendes Wood DM,  New York

Holes



Holes, Mendes Wood DM, New York, 2025



Luiz Roque’s videos are transmissions from an alien planet. Or, if you 
prefer, they are televised signals from alternate timelines, other possible 
worlds, or the reveries of the undercommons. With the right technology, 
we can catch a glimpse of these visions. The sculptural edifices that 
sometimes tend to house Roque’s works resemble monoliths designed 
to tune into these frequencies; they strike us as artifacts left behind from 
another civilization, one much like our own yet uncannily dissimilar. 
Here, Roque’s video installations comprise a series of portals – to different 
universes, to zones of temporal strangeness and encounter, to transformed 
perceptual maps of the world. 

Holes threads together themes that recur throughout Roque’s career. The 
exhibition draws from his interests in filmic depictions of the natural 
world – whether abstracted into sheer form or anthropomorphized as in 
a wildlife documentary. It dissolves stable boundaries of embodiment and 
subjectivity, foregrounding the disordering temporalities that accompany 
desire. All the while, it relishes in the medium of video art itself, 
summoning the site-specific historical significance of this art form’s special 
relationship with New York City.



Holes, Mendes Wood DM, New York, 2025



Holes, Mendes Wood DM, New York, 2025



2025
TONO Festival,  Mexico City

Paradise



Paradise , TONO Festival, Mexico City, 2025



Paradise , TONO Festival, Mexico City, 2025



Paradise , TONO Festival, Mexico City, 2025



2024
KW Institute for Contemporary Art,  Berlin

Estufa



Estufa, KW Institute for Contemporary Art, Berlin, 2024



Estufa is the first mid-career survey of the artist Luiz Roque (b. 1979, BR). 
Roque’s practice inhabits a space between expanded cinema, visual art, and 
critical theory. His artistic methodology fuses an interest in the legacies 
of modernism, pop culture, queer (bio-)politics, and science fiction. This 
anachronistic approach culminates in timeless montages and environments 
while often disclosing the urgency of pressing socio-political issues of specific 
communities and subcultures. His open-ended, short videos are speculative, 
leaving the viewer wondering about the array of possibilities within 
alternative realities. The past, present, and future coalesce in each video, 
resulting in captivating trans-temporal amalgams.

Roque’s sculptural video installations explore a fine line between form, 
color, and content, with filming techniques and methods of screening and 
presentation reinforcing the subject matter. This expanded methodology 
towards the medium of video seamlessly extends to the architectural spaces in 
which his work is presented. Roque pushes for a thoughtful exchange between 
architecture and artwork, and, yet, they remain singular, their respective 
boundaries never dissolving entirely.

– Léon Kruijswijk



Estufa, KW Institute for Contemporary Art, Berlin, 2024



Estufa, KW Institute for Contemporary Art, Berlin, 2024



Estufa, KW Institute for Contemporary Art, Berlin, 2024



2023
Mendes Wood DM, Brussels

X



X, Mendes Wood DM, Brussels, 2023



X, Mendes Wood DM, Brussels, 2023



2023
Kunstverein Gartenhaus, Vienna

The Story of Origins



The Story of Origins, Kunstverein Gartenhaus, Vienna, 2023



2022
59th Venice Biennale, Venice

The Milk of Dreams



The Milk of Dreams, 59th Venice Biennale, Venice, 2022



The Milk of Dreams, 59th Venice Biennale, Venice, 2022



2021
Visual Arts Center, University of Texas, Austin

República



República, Visual Arts Center, Austin, 2021



2020
Pivô, São Paulo

República

Roque is interested in science fiction as a means of reflecting on geopolitical, 
social and historical issues and to speculate on possible futures. Desire is an 

important vector of the artist’s production. His works have the duration and the 
rhythm of trailers or video clips and can be presented both at the art gallery or 

the movie theatre. Particularly interested in the legacy of modernism, Roque re-
lates it to the body in movement and transformation and to pop culture’s imag-

ery, using the cinematographic language to build narratives and visual essays in a 
suspended time. His characters inhabit post-apocalyptic and dystopian scenarios 

to where the artist brings elements from the history of art and architecture.



República, Pivô, São Paulo, 2020



República, Pivô, São Paulo, 2020



República, Pivô, São Paulo, 2020



2021
Mendes Wood DM, São Paulo

Noite



Noite, Mendes Wood DM, São Paulo 2021



The kingdom of sexuality has become a huge market. The most popular 
dating app amongst the gay population lends its title to the new series. 
The pieces are accompanied by two works that investigate sexuality in a 
more explicit way. Whilst the photogram Cortina [Curtain] is a eulogy to 
orgasm, República [Republic], a work commissioned by Pivô in partnership 
with Passerelle Centre d’Art Contemporain, challenges our understanding 
of pleasure. Employing a documental tone and images captured on video 
and Super-8, the film revolves around performer Marcinha do Corintho. 
Marcinha was one of the pioneers of the Atlantic crossing that has taken 
numerous Brazilian transgender women to Europe. The work is also a 
homage to the city center of São Paulo and its square República, a gathering 
point for sex workers. Sexual and gender immigration flows are at the 
core of the narrative. The round exhibition window is a reference to the 
‘enchanted circle’ that distinguishes between sexual acts according to a 
hierarchy of value, marking off what is good/healthy/ natural in sex and 
what is not.1 Those who inhabit the outside limits of this circle are exposed 
to the spotlight of fashion or the searchlight of police. The subversive 
implications of style are made at night.



2018
Museu de Arte Contemporânea de Niterói, Niterói

Televisão

Television is an exhibition of films, videos and a new video- object, by the 
artist from Rio Grande do Sul, Luiz Roque. It is an anthological exhibition 
composed of eight works from different moments in the artist’s fifteen-year 

career. The works are short-lived and this small size dialogues with other au-
diovisual formats such as those seen on television since the 1980s, in addition 

to a rhythm closer to music videos.



Televisão, Museu de Arte Contemporânea de Niterói, Niterói, 2018



2020
Passerelle Centre d’Art Contemporain, Brest

República



República, Passerelle Centre d’Art Contemporain, Brest, 2020



República, Passerelle Centre d’Art Contemporain, Brest, 2020



República, Passerelle Centre d’Art Contemporain, Brest, 2020



2017
MASP, São Paulo
Avenida Paulista



Avenida Paulista, MASP, São Paulo, 2017
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Luiz Roque, Paradise, 2025, LED panel, 50 x 50 cm, 39 3/8 x 39 3/8 in, edition of 3 + 1 AP (#1/3), MW.LUR.111





Luiz Roque, XXI, 2022, UHD video and Super8 film transferred to video, b&w and color, 7', MW.LUR.054



Luiz Roque

São Paulo by Night

2023

glazed ceramics

38 x 30 x 3 cm 

15 x 11 3/4 x 1 1/8 in

MW.LUR.067





Luiz Roque

São Paulo by Night

2018

rosewood scuplture, plywood plinth with 17” monitor and video

170 x 41 x 220 cm

66 78 x 16 1/8 x 86 5/8 in

MW.LUR.034





Luiz Roque, Urubu, 2021, Super8 film transferred to video, MW.LUR.043





Luiz Roque

69, 2025

cerâmica glazed

49 x 33 x 8 cm

19 1/4 x 13 x 3 1/8 in

MW.LUR.119





Luiz Roque, Rio de Janeiro, 2017, 16mm film transferred to video, 5', MW.LUR.F.030





Luiz Roque

Brest

2020

mineral pigment printing on paper

176 x 120 cm

69 1/4 x 47 1/4 in

MW.LUR.039





Luiz Roque, Ancestral, 2016, HD video, 4'44", MW.LUR.V.012





Luiz Roque, Toilet, 2025, bronze, 50 x 34 x 7 cm | 19 3/4 x 13 3/8 x 2 3/4 in, edition of 3 plus 1 artist's proof, MW.LUR.115



Luiz Roque, Modern, 2014, 16mm transfered to video, 4', MW.LUR.V.017





Luiz Roque, Afet, 2021, raku ceramics, 31 x 45 x 7 cm | 12 1/4 x 17 3/4 x 2 3/4 in, MW.LUR.052





Luiz Roque, O Novo Monumento, 2013, 16mm transfered to video, 5'30", MW.LUR.V.016





Luiz Roque, Group, 2021, raku ceramics, 28 x 26 x 6 cm | 11 1/8 x 10 1/4 x 2 3/8 in, MW.LUR.053





Luiz Roque

Cabeça com brinco, 2015

resin, brass plated silver and glass

150 cm

59 in

edition of 3 + 1 AP

MW.LUR.F.020



Luiz Roque

Liver Couture

2024

raku ceramic

48 x 26 x 5 cm

18 7/8 x 10 1/4 x 2 in

MW.LUR.090





When I am interested in people in film, I am particularly 
fascinated by what they do in terms of performance and 
entertainment. Even tough there's always a fiction behind the 
scenes, there's no casting process per se when I'm drafting an idea 
for a moving-image project. First, I meet the performer, and then 
comes the acting, which happens according to their performances 
in the moment. In this way, it's a kind of documentary approach 
with fantasy. I met most of the people portrayted in my work in 
the LGBTQI+ scene, either through watching shows and videos, 
or when they were introduced to me through friends, or friends 
of friends. I've also met performers with support from certain 
organizations, as many of my film productions were developed 
within residency contexts. 

– Luiz Roque
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